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Musique Khmére. (1969). Phnom Penh: Imprimerie Sangkum Réastr Niyum.
Sam, Sam-Ang. (2002). Musical Instruments of Cambodia. Osaka: National Museum of
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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

Ploy is a free-reed mouth organ. The number of pipes, made of bamboo, varies from two, three, or five
to seven. Each of the pipes has one finger-hole and a reed. It sounds when a player covers the finger-
hole, inhaling or exhaling through the opening of the gourd—its resonator box.

Ploy is found among several indigenous ethnic groups, living on the plain and in the mountainous areas
in Cambodia, including the Poar, Kuoy, Suoy, and Pnorng. It is used in a small ensemble along with a
drum and singers in ethnic guardian spirit worship ceremonies to ward off evils and for community
blessing. Ploy is also used in the music ensemble to accompany folk dances, namely, Wild Ox Dance of
the indigenous ethnic group Poar in Pursat province, and Ploy Suoy Dance of the Suoy in Kampong
Spoeu province.

In 2020, our research team conducted studies on the Suoy Trang indigenous ethnic group and
community in Sangkae Satorb commune (with 239 families or 984 persons, 535 are females), Orall
district, Kampong Spoeu province where the Suoy under study still make and play the mouth organ—
ploy in limited ceremonies when they call for the ploy ensemble. The Suoy still somehow maintain and
celebrate a handful of Suoy ethnic ceremonies, evolving around their lives and agrarian cycles.

Nowadays in Cambodia, the ploy is on the verge of disappearing as little attention is paid to such a
tradition, whereas the young do not learn in order to preserve and continue it. In the Suoy Trang
community, Sangkae Satorb commune, there remain only a couple of elderly ethnic members who
know how to make the ploy and play it. Besides, there have been changes in the ploy-making whereby
the dried gourd is replaced by dried coconut-shell as the ethnic group no longer plants the gourds,
while the coconut-shells are more readily accessible and easier to find.
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