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Abstract
This antefix shows an image of an ascetic, and it was found in the Prasat Preah Ko
temple, Siem Reap province, which was built in the style of Preah Ko in the 9th century.
The image of the ascetic is sitting in the form of yoga or meditation, called "yogapatta”
that is, sitting cross-legged, surrounded by a string of silk. This posture of practicing
tapas or meditation is one of the images of the ascetics of Shaivism to purify the mind,
clear the filthy thoughts, and meditate on the Lord in order to release the bonds of
suffering from the mind and body to ascend to heaven in the future. This relief depicts
the presence of an ascetic of the Saiva sect of Hinduism in the ancient times of

Cambodia, where they were always highly educated and played a pivotal role in the

Khmer court.
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